
Phase 2 of Energize Downtown: Planning for Action has three steps:

PLANNING FOR ACTIONTHE HEART OF THE CITY

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

Energize Downtown is “Phase 2” of a community 
planning process to develop an Action Plan for the 
Downtown. This process acts on City Council’s priorities 
to develop and implement a plan to enhance the 
downtown as the economic, social, and cultural heart 
of the community, as outlined in the 2011 Official 
Community Plan (OCP).
 
Building on the vision and goals established by the 
2011 OCP and the detailed technical and background 
work completed in Phase 1, Phase 2 of the Energize 
Downtown will identify a range of development, 
design concepts, and priorities for both public 
and private realms. This will form the foundation for 
development tools and incentives, downtown design 
guidelines and standards, and detailed policies for 
action in Phase 3. 
 
Phase 3 will result in a clear roadmap to guide the City, 
developers, business owners, and more to create a high 
quality and livable downtown. We need your help to 
create this roadmap to revitalize and enhance our 
downtown as the heart of the community. 

Fort St. John is at an important crossroad. Because 
the city is rapidly growing, now is the time to plan 
this growth so we achieve community goals well into 
the future. Downtown is the centre piece of our 
community’s overall growth management strategy.

A successful downtown is a community’s most 
important feature. Successful downtowns result in:
 A place that attracts and maintains people, especially 

young families.
 A vibrant and diverse local economy to make Fort 

St. John the service centre of Northern B.C.
 Being ready for future growth by using land and 

infrastructure more efficiently, encouraging walking 
and transit, and supporting other community wide 
sustainability goals.

Our downtown is key to improving the quality and 
livability of our community for current and future 
residents. 

DOWNTOWN IS IMPORTANT!

Share your ideas on 
the “Downtown 
Inventory and 
Analysis” to identify 
the most important 
opportunities 
and challenges for 
downtown.

These ideas will inform 
concept options.

Provide your feedback 
on “concept options.”  

These options will 
describe what 
Downtown could 
be like in the future, 
highlighting important 
choices we need to 
make.

Tell us what you think 
about a “preferred 
concept.” 

After step 3, we’ll be 
ready to develop the 
Action Plan. 

The Downtown Action 
Plan will include 
detailed policies, 
actions and design 
guidelines to guide 
the future public and 
private development in 
the Downtown.
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WANT MORE?
See Chapter 2 “Backgrounder” in the Urban Inventory and Analysis Report.

PLANNING CONTEXT
The Official Community Plan (OCP) establishes the 
City’s future vision, including policies and guidelines 
for land use and development. The OCP was adopted 
by Council in 2011 after public consultation. 

The OCP vision for downtown is summarized to the 
right. The OCP directs downtown development to:
 Improve the appearance and design of streets and 

buildings;
 Direct housing and business growth to Downtown 

Fort St. John;
 Encourage more shops and restaurants downtown;
 Reach at least 75% pedestrian-oriented retail in 

the ground level of buildings;
 Build on vacant lots; and,
 Increase the variety of housing choices.

The Downtown Action Plan will implement the OCP by 
providing policies and actions that the City and others 
can take to reinvest in and enhance our downtown.

THE CITY’S ROLE
The City’s role is to create regulations, policies, and 
standards so that future development follows the OCP. 

The Downtown Action Plan will contain:
 Standards that describe how City infrastructure 

downtown should be built, such as the quality and 
character of roads and sidewalks.

 Guidelines that shape private development, such as 
building height, how “bulky” buildings feel, and how 
far buildings are away from the street.

 Priority investments that the City can take on 
streets and City land can encourage reinvestment in 
downtown.

 Pre-zoning and selling land is a low-risk way for the 
City to shape development.

A COMPACT, MIXED USE,
PEDESTRIAN & TRANSIT ORIENTED 
URBAN PLACE THAT IS THE 
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC & 

CULTURAL HEART
OF THE COMMUNITY AND WHERE THERE ARE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR DOWNTOWN LIVING.

THE OCP VISION FOR DOWNTOWN:

THE VISION FOR DOWNTOWN

DOWNTOWN STUDY AREA
Energize Downtown focuses on the core area defined 
by a 5oo metre (5 minute walk) from 100th Street and 
100th Avenue, as outlined in red below. The process will 
also look at impacts in the context area, outlined below 
in black.
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WANT MORE?
See Chapter 3 “Urban Design Inventory and Analysis” in the Urban Inventory and Analysis Report.

City Hall

Grocery 
store

Lido 
Theatre

Civic 
Centre

Hotel

Co-op mall 
School

Build on recent improvements to the streetscape 
that enhance the pedestrian experience.

Low density single family neighbourhoods 
adjacent to the downtown provide opportunities 
for future residential intensification to support the 
downtown.

The former Hospital site represents a significant 
redevelopment opportunity.

Wide arterial streets act as a barrier to pedestrian 
movement and negatively impact the quality of 
the public realm.

Vacant sites in and adjacent to the Downtown 
core provide opportunities for residential 

intensification and/or public realm improvements 
such as a Downtown park.

Lack of park space in the Downtown core: look 
for opportunities to incorporate green spaces and 

urban plazas such as the one shown above.

Maintain existing civic uses in the downtown.

Underutilised surface parking provides an 
opportunity for redevelopment that will improve 
the walkability and character of the Downtown.

Large format retail uses and civic uses just outside 
the Downtown draw residents away from the 
Downtown core.

Concentration of commercial (and some civic) 
uses in the Downtown provides a good base for 
future redevelopment.

Build off existing destinations and niche retail 
market to reinforce a focused commercial core.
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